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Message from Nan Province

Nakorn Nan or Nuntaburi, in the past, was a city state
which aggregated around Nan’s river - in the northeastern
valley. This incurred culture combining both people from pla-
teau and plain as well as contemporary and antique. Exquisite
Buddhism architecture reflected the integration of art and cul-
tural, political relation, dominance, religion, and blended sci-
ence of Sukhothai, Lanna, Pukam and Lanchang.

The nature, mountain and river of Nan Province, thus, are
fabulous. Gorgeous of Nan province's culture has been pre-
served.

Nan guidebook provides information and pictures of interest-
ing places in Nan, as your friends who take you tour around
Nan. Finally, we hope you enjoy your trip in Nan and have a
safe trip back home.
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can normally be see in this little town.
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Nan, a miracle city embraces varieties of interesting spots
and considerable charm. There are depths of the Thai history
behind, from pre-historic ancient time until now that waited for

U o

-




you to explore.

The city occupies a huge
area of 11,472.076 S.kms. or
approximately 7.17 millions rai.
Geographically, Nan is a bor-
der city which 80% of the area
is nestled between mountain
ranges paralleled along the east and the west sides lying from
north to south. There is 277 kms. Luang Prabang mountain
range, a natural border of Nan and Luang Prabang cities
stretching as a borderline from north to east. Phi Pannam
mountain range lies along the west separating apart Prae and
Nan provinces, which is the up stream of Yom and Nan rivers,
comprising important mountain tops such as Doi Wao, Doi
Phachang, Doi Phachi..

Nan has been an important city in the upper north regions
since the former time as appeared the archaeological evidence
being a residential area for people in pre-historic period. His-
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toric sites and antiques found in Nan shows that the province

involved in stories of influential kingdoms such as Sukhothai,
Lanna, Lanchang, in which are so valuable in arts and archi-
tects and cannot easily be found in other places.

Nan is not just a hidden city behind the hill as in the past.
Roads are smooth and in good condition. The mountainous
land and long-established history together with the simple living
in old-day atmosphere make the city a ‘lively old town’. It is
also recognized to be the land of natural miracles as there are
up to 7 national parks generating a high tourism potential.
Whoever has a chance to visit the city, cannot refuse that Nan
is an impressive and indelible place to visit. Its beauty was
briefly described as a saying “The land of sloping mountainous
beauty, lively old town”
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amaiinhulueda Nan market in the past
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Historical Chronology

® By the end of B.E 18,
Nan became an indepen-
dent and moderate-size
state which had its evolu-
tion closed to Sukhothai
dominion. The background
started from a tribe leaded
by Praya Phuka, annex the
flat land on the upper part
of Nan in which the center
was located at Yang city.
Chao Khun Fong, the
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mwedisathulueda The city of Nan in the past

protege of Praya Phuka brought some troops to settle another
city called Pua on the flat land in Tambon Silapetch, Amper
Pua (nowadays) which thereafter was taken over by Praya
Ngam Mueang from Phayao for a period of time. Pua had
started to establish a good relationship with Sukhothai by then
in an effort to balance the political power with Phayao.The time
had passed until the year 1902 B.E., the growing city leaded
by Praya Karn Mueang, the descent of Chao Khun Fong was
moved down to south by the east bank of Nan River. The city
had been built to encircle Pratat Chaehaeng Chedi, then the
holy relic from Sukhotai was installed within the Chedi. In the
year 1911 B.E. when Chae Haeng city has faced a famine;
Praya Phakong the son of Praya Karn Mueang then decided to
move the city again to the west bank of Nan River which is the
location of Nan city until now.

e Nan established good relationships in commerce with small
surrounding cities such as Luang Prabang, Lanchang, Sipsong
Panna that subsequently created strong relationship in politics
and caravan trading along Maekong river. Before Nan was
merged to be a part of Lanna, the relationships of the two
cities were commercial-trading involved. When Chiangmai was

14 nan
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a colony of Burma under
the king Hongsawadee dur-
ing the year 2096 - 2101
B.E.; Chao Praya Polathep
Ruechai, the governor of
Nan has escaped into

Luang Prabang. Yet Nan

was still under the governa- auuvumainilueda Nan’s road in the past

nce of Burma until the end of Krungsri Ayudhaya era in the
year 2310 B.E. Nonetheless, the hard time of Nan was during
2101-2317 B.E. that it had been fighting for the freedom many
times, people were suffered and escaped into the jungle, some
were taken to be slaves, city and temples were burnt down.

e In the year 2331 B.E. Chao Uttaworapanyo, the vassal
prince of Nan had surrendered to Bangkok (in the reign of king
1st) and started a policy “bring vegetable into the basket, bring
people into town”, a lot of Tai Lue people were immigrated
back to Nan. In the reign of king 5th, the encroachment of the
colonialism of Britain and France, Bangkok reformed the gover-
nance of Lanna into centralization in 2435 B.E. that central
government of Bangkok appointed commissioners to manage
the city affair instead of aristocracy group.

o After the 1893 crisis that Siam had lost the west bank area
of Maekong river to France, Nan gained its importance as a
frontier to Luang Prabang, a colony of France. The relationship
between Nan and Bangkok had been doing well so the 5th
King promoted Chao Suriyapong Paritdetch to be Prachao
Suriyapong Paritdetch to reward the goodness of Nan in help-
ing Bangkok to fight in the rebellious war in Chiangtung
o Nan became to the province of Thai in the reign of King 7th.
After Chao Mahaphrom Surathada, the last governer of Nan
was died in the year 2474 B.E. thus, the rule of prince was
abolish from the moment.
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Nan is a northern border of Thailand, about 668 kilometers
from Bangkok, covering an area of 11,472 square kilometers or
approximately 7 millions rai. It is embraced by mountains and
recognized as a land of east Lanna in Sukhothai. The assump-
tion is that approximately during the 12th century B.E., Praya
Phuka built a city on the plain land in the upper part of
Tambon Silapetch or so nowadays called Amper Bua. The
former name of Nan is Nundhaburi or Woranakorn. Until the
time of Praya Karn Muaeng, he had received 7 Buddhas relics
from Sukhothai and brought the relics to be kept in Doi Phu
Piang Chae Haeng. In the year 1911 B.E., the tide of Nan
River changed its direction causing draught, so the city had to
be moved to Ban Huay Tai in the west bank of Nan River.
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The slogan of Nan
The Renowned Boat Racing, City of Black Elephant Tusk, Wat
Phumin's Mural Paintings, Land of Golden Orange, and Shining

Pra Tat Chae Haeng
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The provincial seal shows
Asuparatch bull carrying the pa-
goda of Phra That Chae Haeng.
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The provincial flower is the
Orchid Tree, Purple Bauhinia.

Gulfiuszandenianiu
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The provincial tree is the Bich.
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Territory Nan’s northern and eastern shares a 277 kms. bor-
der with Laos. The west lies next to Phare, and Phayao prov-
ince. The southern border connect to Uttaradit province.
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The administration Nan
comprises of 15 districts as
follows: Mueang, Tha Wang
Pha, Pua, Chiang Klang,
Wiang Sa, Na Noi, Na Muen,
Mae Charim, Santi Suk,
Thung Chang, Chaloem Phra
Kiat, Bo Kluea, Ban Luang,
Song Kwae, and Phu Phiang
districts.
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Topography

Nan is embraced by the granite mountain ranges - Luang
Prabang and Phi Pannam - with the height of 600-1,200 meters
above the sea level, stretching along the province which ac-
count for approximately 40% of the area. Most of the topogra-
phy is over 30-degree rolling, accounts for about 85% of the
province, while undulate areas which are narrow basins in the
canyon along the watershed of Nan, Sa, Wa, Pua accounts for
7,170,745 rai, or 11,472.07 S.kms.

awgiiame { 1wgg q@%au Sussudidioula. - wa.
amwﬂumawi“mm o D9 TOUN mlutﬂauLN 8. ‘Ui“mm <o
29N KU Lsummﬂm@mau WA 0.0, duanedzlIzHn
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@aﬂuamwcﬂmmﬁiwmm o BNFN LAz amwnumaﬂlumauuﬂ
Uimmm o D9FN
The climate of Nan have 3 season,which are summer start-
ing in March to May, rainy starting in mid of May to October,
winter starting in November to February
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LLJJ“‘EW% Wa River
THE MAIN RIVERS IN NAN

Nan River: originates flows to joint at Kingsala mountain
range, then it flow through Thung Chang district , Chiang
Klang district, Pua district, Mueang district, Wiang Sa district,
Uttaradit, Pitsanulok and Pichit and joins Yom River and Chao
Phraya River at Nakhon Sawan.

Wa River: originates from Phee Pan Nam mountain range. It
flow through Bo Kluea, Mae Charim, Santi Suk districts and
joins Nan River at Wiang Sa district.

Sa River: originates from the mountain of Wiang Sa district
and flows to joins Nan River at Wiang Klang sub-district, Wiang
Sa district.

Pua River: originates from Doi Phu Kha mountain range and
flows to join Nan River at Ban Sob Pua, Pua district.
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The area of Nan National Museum
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