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"How i wish , How i wish you were
here.. We just two lost souls
swimming in a fish bouwl. Year

after year running over the same

old ground, what have we found~?
The same old fears, Wish you
were here..”
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When Is the right fime
fO resign from a jol?

I probably recommend a Thursday afternoon
at about 3 or 4 o'clock. Definitely not on
a Monday. It's too early in the week, too
early for any kind of dramas. Your boss
will be probably trying to organise the
week, you'll more likely get kicked out
than have any chance of negotiation. |
wouldn’t recommend it. Friday, on the
other hand, with the weekend just around
the corner, also might not be the best
choice. We're all looking forward to
finishing the week nicely. I'm not sure the
last minute dramas would do anyone any
favours, and as if they are going to think
your issues over or try working things out
for you over the weekend. You will more
likely be forgotten than anything else.

Tuesday and Wednesday are the get-on-
with-it days. They are ineffective and
boring days. You could resign in one of
these two days, but it would leave you
with an awkward couple days to face till
the weekend arrives.

Thursday is the perfect day. You go and
see the boss, talk about why you are
leaving. Gives you both a chance to think
about it over night and leaves time on
the Friday to discuss or sort anything
out, if need be. If it's all cleared up then
you'll both have a great weekend. Then
hopefully the two days off heals any
uneasy situations.

The more money we need, the more powerless
we become. The less control we will have and the
more rubbish we will have to swallow.

Story by suwanit downing -
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But not everyone needs to worry about this kind
of question. You might be a lucky one who has
a perfect job and has never wanted to resign
ever, or you don’t have any choice - ‘they have
to let you go’. One of my friends was just made
redundant after 8 years servicing the company.
Redundancy in the advertising business is very
common. You can be wanted one day and the
next day you are out. No one can really tell,
especially in this economic climate. Also, bigger
is no longer better. The giant ad agencies are
collapsing, more clients are going toward house
or small agencies. My friend was working in an
agency that once was a big legendary agency.

Myself, after many years spending time working
inbig-running-fastad agencies, have quit - many
times. | just wanted for my ‘me time’ more time
to enjoy living. Needless to say, we all have to
work, to make money, to support ourselves and
our families and to be able to obtain the things
and pursue the experiences we want in our lives.
But working just for money can paralyse us. The
more money we need, the more powerless we
become. The less control we will have and the
more rubbish we will have to swallow.

We talk too much about how busy we are. Being
very busy, spending most of your time at work
and for work to become the norm for our life. We
are now greeting “How are you?” “I'm busy, How
are you?” “I'm busy, very busy but good.” Busy,
busy, everyone is busy. Work ethic shouldn't just
be about being busy at all times.

In Thailand, Thai workers have on average ten
days annual leave a year, while British workers
average twenty-five holidays and Germans
thirty! Thai people are at ‘work’ twelve weeks
more a year than Europeans, but they are no
more productive than Europeans.

As we approach the challenges of a tough
economy we think working late and weekends
will keep us safe in our job, it never does. This
only pushesusto feel higher pressure todo more,
and want more. We always want more and more,
therefore we need to work more in order to have
the money to spend on these consumer products
and so on. Really, how far do you want to go, how
many sacrifices are we willing to make?

| can’t really tell you how far you want to take
work or how much is too much, but if you get to
the point that you can’t tell what day it is, and
the amount of coffees and caffeine start to get
beyond control. When you start to get annoyed
when your close friends ring, you start missing
your family or loved ones special events. Your
family and friends have got used to not having
you around, and you feel like a stranger when
you are around them. Even your dog barks at you
when you get home. Then may be it's time... you
know what to do, make an appointment to see
your boss next Thursday.

Work responsibly.
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Twenty Three 'n Down on One Knee

An uptake on couples marrying young

“Is she pregnant?”

Yep. That’s the reply you get
these days when you announce you’re
getting married at 23. Fresh out of col-
lege, barely starting a career, and whoa-
oh! A medium-sized shiny rock on your
finger and wedding invitations on Face-
book to your high school buddies, some
whom are clearly wondering.. why the
rush?

What is this need to get married
right this second when there’s so much
more you can accomplish with your life?
Your career has just begun, so how will
you cope financially? | mean, you can’t
Keep asking your parents for money for-
ever, can you? And what about not being
mentally ready? Are you really ready to
commit to someone when you don’t even

know who you are? Because let’s face it..

at 23, who does?

There’s an endless stream of ques-
tions acting as shields, blocking off every
Cupid’s arrow of love, or in this case, the idea
of marriage. So most of us (who are in loving,
committed relationships, | might add) don’t
even consider it until we’re in our late 20s or
30s.

But let’s put these questions aside
for a second. What ever happened to the old
notion of love and wanting to spend the rest
of your life with that one person? Call me old
fashioned, but I'd want to start my life with
the one | love as soon as possible.

OK. Now would probably be the time
you think I'm a love-struck teenager who
needs to be brought back to reality. So let
me be clear: | am not delusional. | don’t think
that getting married young is an easy task.
But | also don’t think that getting married
when you’re older makes it any easier.

“Age doesn’t really matter,” said Ony
Homhual, engaged to her boyfriend of 6 years
and planning her wedding at 23. “Some people
who are a lot older than us still aren’t ready
for marriage. Some never will be. If you feel
that you are mature enough to be responsible,
not just for yourself, but for the other person
as well, then what’s to stop you?”

- l

Story by P



Two words : money issues.

Yes, we may not be financially secure
in our early 20s, but that doesn’t mean we
can’t manage. We just have to accept the fact
that we won’t be enjoying lururious holidays
in Europe or living at The Met condominium.
| for one know that when I'm at that stage
in life where | can afford all this stuff, my
ovaries would probably have shriveled up and
died.

Which brings me to my next argu-
ment: despite the advances in medical technol-
ogy, we are still human beings and our clock
is ticking. We delay marriage in hopes that
we can have babies even in our 40s. (Which
we can, but at what risks?) And while the
male fertility lives on, us women’s do not. The
problem with many people is that they live in
denial-thinking that science can rescue them,
feeling almost invincible as though they will
never get old. But nothing stops time. And |
don’t want to be sikty when my child cel-
ebrates her twentieth birthday.

So we really don’t have to perfect
our lives before we settle down. We keep
postponing this decision because we’re too
busy with our own stuff.

Question: when are you not ‘busy’?
Answer: you are never not busy.

“It’'s about time we got married,” said
Jib Chattrabhuti, 24, who married her col-
lege sweetheart a year ago. “There won’t be
a better time to get married, especially since
Kryt (her hubby) will be ridiculously busy after
finishing med school.”

So instead of waiting for that point
in life when you are ‘free’, just take the
leap and do it. In the future, when you are
swamped with work, at least you wouldn’t
have to also worry about dying alone.

And as for all this stuff about dis-
covering who you are before you get married,
if you wait ‘til enlightenment, you may in
fact, never get hitched. Because self-discovery
is a never-ending process. There is no label
through life: ‘moody teenager’, ‘party animal’,
‘workaholic’, etc. You discover something new
about yourself everyday. So don’t think of
marriage as closing the door to discoveries.
Marriage can also open the door to them.

So to make this decision, all you really have
to know is...

Is this the person you want to spend
your life with? If the answer is yes, then
nothing..not even an army of shields should
stop that Cupid’s arrow from shooting you
right in the heart.
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