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INTRODUCTION

HE ceremony of covonation in Siam dates, in so far as authentic records
place us, only from the foundation of the present dynasty, nearly a
century and a half ago. It can however he almost safely assured that it was
kaown and practised daring the period at least of Ayudhya.  Stray references
indeed from certain literature mention celebrations of the Covonation of some
of the last kings of Avwihya.® If we examined the forms and preseriptions

of the ceremony we should find it to be an altogether Hindu rvitual with in-

tevstices of Buddhist and local modifications.  Now, the source of our Tadian
civilisation has been proved to be traccable from three divections — (1)

Peninsula Hinduism, with vague data ag to date, which may probably he
reckoned downwards from the time of the Kinegdom of Sei Vijaya between
the 8th and the 12th centuvies of the Chyistian Eex, possibly modifieq by
fresli streams of Tudian immigrations from time to time to an unestimable
extent, which from its mediaeval centre of Nagor Svi Dharmarvaj has furnished
A
s our Sivaite Brahmins (WiWﬁNmW%) and their ceremonies, among which
the very one of anointment is said to have been kaown and practised in the
time of Snkbodava,®* this latter having had diveet intercourse with that centre;
(2) Khmer Himduisn, probably influencing the Siamese pioncers of freedom
inthe Sukhodaya period from the middle of the 13th to the middle of the 1.kth
centuries of the Christian Era, possibly revivified at diffevent timeg such as
after the victory of Siamese arms at Angkor Thom in A.D. 1431, and it was
o a
from this souvce that we later got onr Vishnuite B 'ahmins(w TR NN W‘L]?‘JJ U'?ﬂ);
and (3) Mon Buddhism originating from the Hindu civilisation of the
Mawrva dynasty of Magadha (3rd century B.C.), but modified a great deal by
time before it reached Siam in the 16th ceatury A.D. during the Burmese
protectorate of Ayudhya after their victory in the Great Burmese War, Tt
follows then that the vitual of anointment, swhich is the basis of a coronation,
must have come to us through one or other of the above channels. For the
cevemony of coronation however—that is the ceremony proper when the king
it on the Bhadvapith Throne—we should have to rule out the third source,

, it could not

since m'wumtum, as 1t did, fl'om the tlme of the Mam\ a d\ naat\'

cf. Prince Damrong’s HlBtOl’\ of qua II p.p. 16- 17

-

AaA A .
**  of. The Year's Ceremonies by HM. Rama V (wszsrw FowlNBU) p.77
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have resulted in such forms of Mantras as ave used by our Brahmin priests
for the obvious reason that they had not developed so far in Indian belief at
all till much later. Now we know from history that after the fall of Ayudhya
in A.D. 1767 Brahming and their Court etiquette were lost sight of. Tt has
been presumed, on the argument of absence of evidence, that Phya Tak was
never crowned; nor was Rama I upon his assumption of the affairs of state.
The latter however a short time after managed to gather together whatever
remnants of ceremonial etiquette as were still existing, together with some

Bralmins—Siamese descendants of Indian Brahmins—from Nagor Sri Dharma-
raj and Cambodia; and with the aid of the former especially of these, managed
to revive and perform a ritual of coronation which has been our precedent ever
since. And so, although it is undoubtedly a fact that both Sukhodaya and
Ayudhya had ‘their Brahmins and their ceremonies, yet our ceremony of
coronation as existing can ounly claim an origin dating from the first reign,
which .in turn may be reckoned as having as its basis a late form of Peninsula
Hinduism. The Buddhist and local modifications, however, could have been
added on at any period, especially under Ramav IV.

The natuve of the ceremony resolves itself into two categovies: (1) the
anointment and coronation (f_lﬁllj"]‘ﬁ 10LYN )—Hindu with Buddhist modi-
~
fications; and (2) the assumption of the Roygl Residence (1nBINIZIg

A
leﬂ/]ﬂj‘) purely Buddhist of the local type. The two categories are not

performed separately but are interwoven to form a conglomerate whole.

In the last reign, hiowever, a need arose of holding two coronations. His
late Majesty, as Crown Prince studying in Europe, had travelled and attended
numerous functions at many European Courts, and consequently wished to
reciprocate hospitality to his former hosts. At the same time according to
Sjamese theory, when a king dies, his heir though assuming the full reins of
Government, does so merely as a regent and is not a king until duly anointed.
Hence a king was bound to hold his coronation, even during the period of
mourning for his predecessor. A compromise was then arrived at through the late

King's initiative by going through the formal and necessary ceremonies as goon
after his accession as possible, to be in conformity with established wusage

And then after the period of mourning he again held a festival of coronation

in full splendour before an assemhlage of royalty, which was according to
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gome accounts, “never before witnessed in Asia.,” It was made a regular
occasion of rejoicing with banquets, balls and galas. This was the raison
d’étre of the two coronations. ;

Now, however, the world is not yet recovered from the effects of the
Great War, and His Majesty has accordingly ordered a return to old custom,
in order to curtail undue expenditure, to be in keeping with the times, with
the addition of few necessary modifications.

In view of the intimate connection betiveen the ceremonies that are to
take place and the various sections of the older Residences, where the corona-
tion will be held, it is thought that some explanation as to their respective
gtanding should be given of these sections.

The group of buildings, where coronatioils are held, is collectively
designated as the Maha Mondira (W ﬁﬂﬁﬂ\lﬂ%wﬂﬂi), which might perhaps
be rendered as the “Chief Residence.” It was built by Rama I, and actually
resided in by the first three kings of the present dynasty. Tt is made up of
3 principal sections, the southern most is named Chakrabarti Biman, shich
is the residence proper, containing the state bedchamber; to the north of this
is the Baisal Hall, a kind of inner or private hall of audience; and still to the
north of Baisal-is the Hall of Amarindra, the outer or public hall of audience.

Some explanation should also be given of the various paraphernalia of
State which will take prominent parts in the ceremony. In order to avoid
confusion the various articles for domestic use as employed in the Assumption
of the Residence are here separated and will be dealt with afterwards.

First of all, come of course the crowns. In this ceremony the headgear
prescribed for royal nse varies in accordance with the solemnity of each occa-
sion.  Not counting of course the occasions on which the King is in military
or naval unifroms, he will have to use no less than three different crowns,

besides 3 royal Siamese hats for coming to and from the scene of ceremony.

The three crowns ave (i) the Great Crown of Victory (W 5:14141?7‘11?114«11’{3)
with which the King will formally crown himselt on the day of coronation
and which will be also worn at the grand audience and again when the King
is borne in procession to the Chapel Royal of the Emerald Buddha, and thence

later to the Hall of Dusit; (ii) the Kathin Crown (W 3:‘ngmmﬂ§u)
presumably worn in olden times on gala occasions of Kathin-—presentation,.
which on this occasion will be worn at the Queen’s investiture when the King
receives ladies of the Royal Family and Household and othev ladies of rank
in audience; this erown dates from the time of Rama I; and (iii) the parsonal



4

A
Kathin—Crown (W izéﬁﬂ’]ﬂﬂ’]ﬂﬁ'uu?ﬂﬂ), made severally for every individual
sovereign and worn on occasions of his state progresses through the City and
on the River, as w2ll as on certain later occagions during the reign snch ag
gala presentations of the Kathin robes,

Next to the crowns, comes perhaps the so called Great White Umbrella
of State (Wiﬂﬂﬂ’ﬂﬁi@ﬂyﬂﬁ), made of plain white cloth trimmed with .gold,

consisiing of 9 tiers, as mark of full severeignty.

o o . o A

The Sword of Victory (Weslad957A9Y ?Jﬁ?), with a heavy gold scab-
bard profusely enamelled, supposed to be an emblem of sovereignty of the
ancient Khmer Empire, which wonld date from no less than about the 10th

Century A.D. is another royal emblem of the foremost rank, as is also the Fan

Q- ~ A
(W nI N2 ‘Hu), and the Slippers-these with the Great Crown constituting the

tralitional quintetie of classical regalia.* The other regalia borne after the

king on full ceremonial cceasions are the Sceptre (‘ﬁ’] ﬁW?‘iﬂ?) the whisk of
e A
the Yak's tai (W?ZLLﬁ?TN‘J), and the whisk of the White Elephant’s tial.

Among articles of personal use ave the “Brahmin Girdle” of strings, a traditional

, + =

attribute of Siva,*™ and the personal sword (W‘jzuzﬁ\mﬂ Nnedin ’aﬂ\j) which
is horae after Hig Majesty on alinost every occasion, even prior to Coro-
nation Day Dy the Steward of the Household.

The “eight weapons of sovereignty” (Wi:!.l.f"ld'ﬂ.i}gﬁﬂ ﬁ) which bring
up the rvear of the royal party deserve some mention on accouint of their his-
torical interest. The disens and trident are of course the respective attributes
of Vishnu and Siva. Many of the other weapons are reputed to date from
cowe event or other, especially in connection with King Naresvara ( A.D.
1590-1605 ). Tt was he who is said to have fired the “Gun of the Satong”
across  the rviver Satong (now in Burma) at a Burmese pursuing column,
killing their leader with the first shot.

The articles of domestic use as preseribed by local custom for a house-
warming are: the cat (signifying Domesticity), the grinding stone (Firmness),
the gherkin { Cool, therefore Happiness '), and grains, peas and sesamnm

( Prosperity and Fertility ).

* et Maha Vamsa, XI.
**  ¢f. Prince Damrong’s History of Rama II p. 28 Ed. B.E 2459.
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THE CEREMONY.’

The ceremony may be said -to have hegun on the 3rd February when a
chapter of priests held a service of bepediction in prepavation for the
inscription of His Majesty’s full otficial style and title on the next day. The
inscription was made on a gold tablet by a roval scribe in the Chapel Royal
of the Emerald Buddha in presence of the above Sacerdotal Chapter and a
deputy of the King. At the end of which due Brahminical ceremonies of
blessing were held.

Meanwhile water for the King's anointment was consecrated ‘at various
shrines in the 17 circles and conveyed in wus by special delegates to the
Capital to be used on the day of coronation. Places where consecrations
took place were chosen some on account of their being the surviving centres
of anecient civilisations and others, in absence of the above qualifications, from
being conveniently situated ncar present scats of the Administration. Among
the former may Dbe mentioned the following: ‘“The Buddha's Footprint”
(Plirabad), the surviving centre of the former kingdoms of Lavo and Ayudhya;
the Vihara of the ‘‘Vietorious Lord” (W?:Wqﬂﬁ%u?']‘ﬁ), Bisnulok, once a
Siamese Capital; Mahadhatua Monastery of Syﬁrgulok, representing the kingdom
of Sajjanalaya-Sukhodaya; the Pathom Chetiyva of Nagor Pathom, representing
the kingdom of Sei Vijaya; Mahadhatu Monastery of Nagor Sri Dharmaraj,
once seat of a former Siamese kingdom; Mahadhatu Monastery of Lampun,
once the seat of the old kings of Haripunjaya, and taken also to represent
the various kingdoms of the North, viz. Khelanga, Chiengsaen, Chiengrai,
Chiengmail and Pavao; and the Chetiya of Nagor Pnom, the former seat of an
old kingdom of the Upper Mekhong.

On the 21st Febrnary, a preliminary evening service will be held in
Baisal Hall Ly 30 priests, at which the Royal Family and officials of state
will attend upon His Majesty. The sgervice will be followed by the usual
presentation of food to the celebrants on the next morning in the Hall of
Amarindra, when His Royal Highuess Prince Jinavara, Patriarch of the King-
dom will light the Candle of Victory in presemce of the King and all the
priests who are to take part in the Benediction Services hereafter.

Evening Benediction Services will be held for 3 days from the 22nd

February, in all three sections of the Chief Residence. At the commencement

*

Through an unfortunate accident a considerable part of this got published

in a newspaper.
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of the service in Baisal Hall the Right Reverend Phra Sasanasobhon will make:
a public oration every evening. His Majesty will attend some parts of every
service, each of which will be followed by the usual presentation of food on.
the next day, this series terminating on the morning of the 25th, the morning
of the coronation proper, when the Most Reverend Somdech Phra Vanarat,.
Archbishop of the North will extinguish the Candle of Victory in the Hall of

Amarindra. This will mark the end of the Buddhist part of the coronation.

Meanwhile Brahmin priests will tend the sacrificial fires in honour of
the Hindu Trinity in a pavilion apart and generally make sacrificial prepara-
tions for the coming rites. They will offer to the King, each evening at the
Buddhist services of Benediction, purificatory water from conch shells and

leaves with which the King will brush himself in a manner symbolical of an.

idea of purification according to Brahminical tradition.

On the morning of the 25th the King will proceed to Baisal Hall, where
Princes of the Blood Royal, Foreign Representatives of Ministerial Rank, and

higherv officials of state are assembled.  After due profession of the Faith on
the King's part, at 9.53 a.m. the time being auspicious, the High Priest of Siva
will invite His Majesty to take a ceremonial bath of purification and anoint-
ment on a specially erccted pavilion between Baisal Hall and the Residence
of Chakrabarti Biman.  The anointment will consist of (2 ) Water from the
five principal rivers of the Kingdom—the Menam Chao Phya, the Nagor Jaisri
river ( Meklong ), the Rajapuri rviver, the Bejrapuri river and the Bangpakong
river—supposed to be in analogy for the famous classical five of ancient
India—the Ganga, Mahi Yamuna, Sarabhu and Airavati; (b ) Water of the
4 ponds of Subarna which are sanctified through constant usage in every State
ceremony where there is an anointment { murdhabhisek ); and {¢) some of
the water from the 17 circles which had been consecrated as already men-
tioned above. Before rising the King will receive benediction and anointment
from their Royval Highnesses Prince Bhanurangsi and the Prince of Nagor-
Svarga as well as from the Prince Patriarch.

During the time while the king is to be anointed there will be a fanfare
of drums and trumpets, and Siamese music; ancient guns will be fired within
the Grand Palace. The 80 priests, assembled in the Chief Residence, will
recite stanzas of Benediction. Thereafter the King will retire and again
appear in Baisal Hall in full regal robes, preceded by Brahmin priests and
learned men of the Court { Pandits ) in the following order:—
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Left File Right File

1. Brahmin Priest (Luang Deba- 1. Court Pandit (H.S.H. Prince

charya ) bearing an image of Prom ) bearing an image of the
. Ganesha. Buddha called the “Lord of Vie-
2. \l Brahmins with Pandava tory.”
3. errums. 2. ) Brahmins with Pandava
4. 3. drums.
5. ?Brahinins blowing conch shells. 4.
8. 5. ? Brahmins blowing conch shells,
1. A Brahmin. g . 6. ¢
8. Phra Siddhijaya- Seattering 2 ‘;hBralI:l{n.n ’ Scattering
R roast . ra Rajagurn
pati, High Priest roasted ‘ ., ) Hieh roagted
. grains. Vamadeb, Hig grains.
of Vishnu. Priest of Siva.

HIS MAJESTY THE KING.

The king will now seat himself wupon the Octagonal Throne made of
fig-wood under the White Umbrella of State to receive further anointments

from Brahmins, who, with Court Pandits, represent the eight cardinal points
of the Kingdom, a8 follows :—

East: H.R.H. Prince Vividh, Court Pandit, and Phra Rajaguru
Vamadeb, High Priest of Siva, (water from Prachin Circle).

South East: TLuang Yodhadharmanides, Court Pandit, and Phragura
Astachavya, Brahmin Priest, (water from Chandapuri).

South: Phya Vichitradharm, Court Pandit, and Phraguru Satananda
Muni, Brahmin Priest. (Circles of Nagor Sri Dharmaraj and Pattani).

South West: Phra Rajabhirom, Court Pandit, and a Brahmin Priest,
{Circles of Jumbor and Bhuket).

West: Phya Mahanam, Court Pandit, and a Brahnmin Priest. (Circles
of Nagor Jaisri and Rajapuri).

North West: Phra Nanavichitra, Court Pandit, and a Brahmin Priest,
{Circles of Bayab, Maharashtra, Nagor Svarga and Bisnulok).

North: Chao Phya Yomaraj, Court Pandit, and a Brahmin Priest. (Circles
of Ayudhya and Uttara).

North East: Phya Pariyati, Court Pandit, and a Brahmin Priest.
(Circles of Nagor Rajasima, Ubol and Roi- Et).

The procedure for this part of the ceremony will he thus: after the King
has seated himself with his face turned to the East, the Pandit for this point

advances to the foot of the throne and having made due obeisance addresses the

govereign in Pali to the following effect :—
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“May it pleasc Your Majesty ! May the Sovereign here give me leave-
to pronounce lis victory. .

May the Sovereign, turning now towards the East, seated upon his-
roval throne, extend his protection and exercise royal aunthority over all those
realms situated to (the east) and all beings that therein dwell.

Mayv he remain on carth further protecting this kingdom, as well
as her Buddhist Religionn and her pcople. '

May he remain long in sovereignty, without ills, accomplishing sucecess,
and may his years number a hundred.

May the Sovereign Guardian of the East, renowned as Dhataratha, gently
protect the king and his realms. Whoever create evil in this eastern quarter,.
may the Sovercigmn, through his might, triumph over them all in a righteous
mannev.”

The Pandit then lhands a cup of anointment water from the Eastern
Circle (Prachin) while reciting the following stanza :—

“ Through the power of the Triple Gems (the Buddha, the Love, the-
Brotherhood), and thvough this water poured down (up on him), may (the
King be awarded with) success in the way heretofore invoked.”

The king answers in Pali verse as follows :—

“Your auspicions speech, going right to the hearts of kings, I fain accept.
May it come to pass as yon have said. I (shall) extend my protection and

exercise royal authority over all those realnis to the East and all beings that
dwell therein. T (shall) remain on earth further protectihg this kingdom, and

her Buddhist Religion and her people.”
The Pandit then says.

“Good, my Lord.”

The Brahmin of the guarter will then anoint His Majesty in due form..

The King then turns to the South- East, where the same dialogue is
repeated with modifications as to names of the Quarters and their traditional

celestial gnardians™

Attention should perhaps be called here of the histovian or student
of mythology that the ‘Guardians of the Quarters’ here invoked are, in
accordance with the traditional Buddhist idea of Hindu mythology. That
is to say Dhataratha (East) Virnlhaka (South.) Vivupakkha (West), and
Kuvera (North); the subsidiary quavters in between are entrusted to the
respective followings of the above four, i. e. Bhuta ov genii (south-east) .
Deva or celestials (south-west), Naga or serpents (north-west), Yakkha or
giants (novth-east). Classical Hindu mythology is of course rather different.
This phenomenon may be of some use for researches into the date of

this ceremony in Sam.



The King thus turns round in ordev until he finally comes to the East,

completing the round, when Prince Vividh, the Pandit of the qguarter,

will

sum up the benediction and the King will answer in a strain rather similar

to the above replies.

The King will then rise from the Octagonal Throne, the brahming and

the learned me@n of the

Court preceding,

with ~chamberlains

and pageg

; bearing the regalia following His Majesty in the tollowing ovder.

Left:

1. The Great white
TUmbrella of State.

Phya Devadhira)

2. The sceptve.

Phyva Borvihar

3. The Fun.
Junior Page The
Hon. M. L. Jan-
vana Palakavongs

na Avudhya

4. The Stick.
Chamun Mahadlek

5. The Receptacle,

Qenior Page

(@)

The Brahmin Girdle.

Twnang Nana Sva-

yvambhuva

The Givdle of Bril-
Hants.

Phya Vongsabliorn

The whisk ot the
Yak’s Tail.
Junior Page Phan

Chitvabhakti

The Diamond Ring.

Phya Abhimond

The Betelnut Set.

Junior Page Kun

Chaem Neoen yong Pungphrabavani

Right:

Royal Regalia and Utensils.

The Golden Tablet of  The Great Crown of

Style & Title,

I’iyva Mahanam

The Girdle of the
Nine Gemsg.

Phya Rajakosha

The whisk of the

White Rlephant's
Tail.

Junior Pave Bun

Phalabandhin

The Ring.

Phya Prajum

The water Urn.

Junior Page

Nob Viseshniam

Victory.

Phya Udayadharm

The Sword of
Victory.

Phya Manob Narisra

The Slippers.
Senior Page Lnan

Vicharanaputra

The Personal Sword.

Luang Sakdi Naiwen

The Libation Vessel.
Junior Page

Oeb Yodputra
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¢ The Eight Weapons of Sovereignty.

6. The “Hostage The Discus. The Trident. The “Diamond Spear.”
Sword.” Junior Page Junior Page the Junior Page
Junior Page Nai Rong Khan Hon. M.R. Anu-
Nai Rong Suchinda Klaw Gojanandana galkti Hastin na Nai Rong Sanoe
Ayudhya Neganprabas .
7. The Lone Hand- The Sword and The Bow. The “Gun of the
led Sword. Buckler. Actg. Page Som- Satong’’
Acting Paga the Actg. Page Kragin gvad Jotikasthiva Junior Page
Hon. M. R. Salang Amatyakul Nai Rong Sanong
Latavalya na Rajabanhar
Ayudhya

His Majesty will then proceed in the procession detailed above from
here 0 another throne in the west part of Baisal Hall, ~hich is called the
Bhadrapith (the Noble Throne) under the canopy of an Umbrella of State,
which, by the way, is not vet of 9 tiers but only 7, because the King is not
yet crowned. The Umbrella over the Octagonal Throne is also of 7
tiers for the same reason. Having scated himself on this, facing east, the
King will receive the homage of the Court from the High Priest of Siva who
will also offer him his style and title inscribed on a golden tablet, which
had been duly prepared and consccrated in the Chapel Royal of the Emerald
Buddha (cf. above p.5), as well as the regalia and all their appurtenances,
the procedure in detail being as follows:—

Asg soon as the King is seated, the High Priest of Siva advances to the '
front of His Majesty and, after rendering due homage, pronounces a set of
Sanskrit Mantras called the ‘Opening of the Porials of Kailasa’, the substance
of which is an eulogy of Siva, the Lord of Kailasa, and may be¢ found in full
in the appendix. The Priest then offers homage, &c., in Pali astrandsirated in
ated following words, at the same time handing the golden tablet.

“May it please Your Majesty to grant me leave to addvess Your Majesty !
Since Your Majesty has received full anointment and become the King
of Siam, e therefore beg in unanimity to present to Your Majesty
Your fnll style and sitle as engraved upon this tablet of gold as also to hand
to Your Majesty these regalia befitting Your high dignity. May Your Majesty

be known by that style and accept these regalia. Having done so, may
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Your Mujesty take wpon. Yourself the business of goverpuent, and, for the
good md happiness of the populace, reign on in righteousness ! ”

The King says, also in Pali,—

“Be it so, Brahmin.”

The Pali dialggue is again repeated in Siamesc.

The priest now takes the Royal Crewn from the beavev in the procession
and hands it to the King, who puis it on his head, thereby signalising
the supreme moment of this Coronation. Salutes will be fived, and the usual
music and fanfave will vesound in the palace, and in the whole Kingdom.
Buddhist priests, awaiting in other parts of the Chief Residence, will recite
the Blessing. The Hight Priest of Siva will go on to hand other regalia to
His Majosty, whilse the High Priest of Vishnu will hand him the ninetiered
White Umbrella of State, the symbol of authority, with a similarly con-
strueted speech, to which the XKing will make an almost identical reply,
with again Siamese repetition. A Branmin priest will then chant hymns in
praise of Siva with accompanying music on ceremonial instruments, viz.
conchey, Pandava drums, metal drums and the gong of Vietery. Another
Brahmin priest will chant hymns in praise of Vishnu, with the usual
accompaniments on ceremonial instrmments, At the conclusion of thig, all
Brahmin priests will render homage before His Majesty, and the High Priest
of Siva, kneeling in frong, will thus pronounce a final benedigtion —

“May His Majesty, the Supreme Lord, who now veigns over the kingdom
here, trinmph over all and everywhere alway.”

His Majesty will pronounce his first command as a fully anointed and
crowned king thus :—

“ Brahming, now that T have assumed the fnll vresponsibility of sovern-
ment, I shall reign in righteousness for the good weal of the populace. T extend
my royal authority over you and your goods and ‘your chattles, and as your
sovereign do hereby provide for your vighteous protection, defence and keeping.
Thust me and live at ease.”

The High DPriest of Siva will be the fivst man to formally receive the
King's command thus :—

)

“T do receive the first command of Your Majesty.
The symbolism all through this ceremony is, in the author’s opinion,
clearly along the lines of an asswunption that the chief deitics, especially Siva,
are invited down to the Earth to becoms merged in the person of the crowned
king. Hence the hymn ‘‘Opening of the Portals of Kailasa, by way of an

invitation ; the anushtubh hyinns in praise of the two high gods ; the presence
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among the regalia of such .articles as the Brahmin girdle of strings
( W?Zﬁ\?'ﬁﬁﬂ%ﬁﬁﬂ“ﬂfﬁ‘?ﬁ ), Vishnu's discus, and Siva's trident & ¢; the
epithet, within the full style of the king, of the ‘‘Incarnation of celestial
gods” ( Dibyadebavatara ) ; and finally the use of the mystic contraction, re-
ferring to the Hindu Trinity in the phrase ‘' @mkara,” to denote the com-
mand of the crowned king, whereas before coronation his command never
ranked as an Omkara. -

Being now fully crowned, the King will symbolically scatter riches and
plenty, represented by gold and silver flowers and coins among the Brahmins,
a process which he will again repeat later during his progress from the hall of
audience. He will now pour out a libation as a vow of his undertaking to
take up the veins of government for the good of all; and then, doffing the
crown, will proceed up the residence chamber, with chamberlains and pages
bearing the regalia after him. Here the 'King will receive the first royal
blessing from the Prince Patriarch, in full assembly of the clergy who have
been taking part since the 22nd inst.

At 1 p.m. the King will receive homage of the Royal Family and the
official world. The occasion will be on a full ceremonial scale, guards of
honour lining the grounds within the Palace, the King's mount fully capa-
risoned, the royal Elephant ready at the mountihg platform on the outer walls
of the Hall of Amarindra. Princes of the Blood Royal, the Diplomatic Corps
and the whole officialdom will await His Majesty in the Hall of Amarindra
where at the time stated, curtains at the south end will be drawn, and the
King already seated upon the Throne under the ninetiered White Umbrella of
State will receive the homage of all assembled.

Thereupon Field Marshal His Royal Highness Prince :Bhanurangsi will
read an address of congratnlation and formal avowal of loyalty in the name of
the assemblage, to which the King will reply thanking and enjoining all to
carry on the government in their respective spheres.as heretofore, assuring at
the same time his readiness to see and hear every official as far as oppor-
tunity allows for the carrying out of his respective duties. The curtain will
again be drawn, and the King will retire to the inner Hall of Audience.
The Lord Privy Seal will read a proclamation of investiture, by which the King,
now fully crowned and hereby empowered, raises his royal consort to sovereign
rank. The King will anoint Her Majesty with consecrated water from the
royal conch and invest her with paraphernalia of rank, including the insignia
of the Royal Family Order of the House of Chakri. The Queen will now sit by
side of His Majesty. They will then receive the congratulations of the ladies,
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to which the King will make a veply thanking all and again giving the eusto-
mary permission of access to his person. Their Majesties will then retire,

At 4 p.m. the King, seated on a palanquin of State, will make a state-
progress to the Chapel Royal of the Emerald Buddha, where, in full congre-
gation of the higher elergy of the Kingdom, he will make a formal declaration
of his religion and of his willingness to become the * Upholder of the Faith ”
in the following formula.

“My Lords! Whereas being a believer and one pleased ( with the
religion of the Buddha ), having taken refuge in the Trinity in due form, and
now having been anointed in sovereignty, T therefore give myself up to the
Buddha, the Lore and the Brotherhood ; I shall provide for the wighteous
protection, defence and keeping of the Buddhist Religion. TIf agreeablé, my
Lords, may the Brotherhood recognise me as “Upholder of the Buddhist
Faith.”

The whole clergy will then signify their acceptance.

The president of the Sacerdotal Chapter will then pronounce the supreme
blessingy a8 follows :—

* May the Great King Paraminda Maha Prajadhipok of Siam live to a full
century of years in happiness and good health, May all his dnties and deeds
be crowned with snceess, may wealth and victory be his forever!”

The King will then proceed in full state to the Hall of Dusit where
he and the Queen will vender homage to the memory of their angust prede-
cessors as well as before the remaing of his late Majesty in presence of the
Royal Family, and officials of state. During the royal progress to the Chapel,
Foreizn Representatives and the Diplomatic Corps will be accomodated in
the Sahadaya Reception Hall, where they will be able to see the procession.
The leading members will then enter the Chapel and await His Majesty
in their respective places.

The above will ferminate the public ceremony for the day.

Yor the Xing, however, there is still the assumption of the Royal
Residence to be gone through. It will be remembered that for the past three
days there have been services of benediction in all three pavts of the Chief
Residence, to consecrate the water of anointment as well as to bleds the
varions buildings, morve especially the regidence section of Chakrabarti Biman.
A]l these having been accomplished, their Majesties will proceed to the State
Bedchamber in the Residence of Chakrabarti Biman attended by young
ladies of the Royal Family bearing various articles of pevsonal and domestic

use, as already referred to above (p. 4). Their Majesties Queen Sawang Vadhana,
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and Queen Sukhumal, as senior relatives of the King, will hand to Iis Majesty
the whisk of the white Elephant’s tail and a golden bunch of Areca Flowers,
and then Her Excellency Thao Varagananand, one of the seniér Dames of the
Palace, +will also hand to His Majesty a golden key, the symbolic inference of
which being that the King is now entrusted with the royal vesidences and the
private treagsury therein. The King will then lie down formally on the royal
eonch and receive blessing from the two Queens.

On the 26th Februavy at 4 p. m. the King will réceive in audience the
gpecial envoys and the diplomatic corps, who will snbmit an address of
congratulations in the Hall of Chakri, after which the King will vepair to
the Hall of Amarindra, whero he will hand voyal letters patent to three
priests, one each from a chief section of the Clergy, namely the Mahanikaya,
the Dharmayutika, and the Mon promoting them to the rank of ahbot,
by way of the first act of grace after his covonation. He will then receive
traditional offerings of flowers, incense and candles from members of the
Royal Family and officials of State. The Righ* Reverend Phra Sasanasobhon,
Lord Abbot of Debsirindhara Monastery and Deputy Avehbishop of the Dhar-
niayutika Seection, will then, will then deliver a sermon of Benediction svhich
will conclnde the day’s proceedings.

The next day (27 Febrnary) is also set apart for a further reception
of similar offerings from officials of State in the Hall of Amarindra, where
the Supreme patriarch will also deliver another sermon on the ten virtues of
a king &e.

On the lst Mareh, the King will make a state progress through the
Capital to pay his respects and worship at the principal shrines namely the
Bovoranivesana and Jetubon monasteies where the Buddhist clergy will
await and receive His Majesty.

The royal procesgion will start from the Graud Palace by way of the

Viges Jayasvi gate in the following order : —

MILITARY GUARDS.

Headquarter Staff of the lst. { Gaards) Divigion.
Band of the United Cavalry Regiment.

The Unitied Cavdlry Regiment.

The First Artillery Regiment of the Guards.

The Yirst Regiment of Enginiers.
Band of the 11th. Infantry Regement.

The Eleventh TInfantry Regement of the Guards.

Headquarter Staff of the 1st. Army Corps.
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THE ROYAL PARTY.

Phva Wiengnai Phya Bidaksh Bhupal

Flags Metal Drums Metal Drums

SQilver War Drums
Drum Major
Gold War Drums
Herald Trumpets
Small Bugles
Masgter of Ceremonial Instruments
Conch Shells

Tnspector of Instruments
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Grand Umbrellas of Ceremony

Signal Stick

Offcers of the Ancient Bodyvguard of Gentlemen-at-Arms.

(Phya Rajamanu)

Signal Instrument

(Phya Sthira Suraprabeni)

Monkey Standard Garuda Standard

Tlags

Processional Umbrellas.

His

Majesty’s Chamberlains.

fficers of the Ancient Bod

1Ims.

/
s

guard of Gentlemen-at-

v



Supporters
of H, M.-

Supporters
Of H' Mc_'

1. Viceroy of 1. Viceroy of the
Ayudhya North East
2. Lord-Lieut. of 2.  Lord-Lieut. of
Maharashtra Bhuket
His 3.  Lord-Prefeet of O 3. Lord-Lieut. of  His
Majesty's Bangkok Bisnulok Majesty’s- h
Aides- _ . Aides-
4, Lord-Lieut. of Royal Golden Chair 4. Lord-Lieut. of
de-Camp. Udol of State Roi-Et. de-Camp.
5. Lord-Lieut. of Sunshade Fan 5. Lord-Liecut. of
Nagor Svarga Umbrella Surastha.
6. Lovd-Lieut. of 6. Lovd-lLieut. of
Rajapuri Nagor Rajasima
7. Lord-Lieut. of 7. Lovd-Lieut. of
Chandapuri His Majesty's Nagor Jaisri
Chamberlains
bearing
Royal Parvaphernalia
Escort Escort
of King Reserve Chair of of King
Chulalong- State Chulalong--
korn's korn’s
Body- The Master of the Body-
guards. Horse guards.
His Majesty’s
Chargers

Band of King Chulalongkorn’s
1s5t. Infantry Regiment of the Guards.
King Chulalongkorn’s
1st. TInfantry Regiment of the Guards.
Naval Band

Royal Marines.

723
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On the 3rd Mavelr the Ning will proceed o the Roval Landing by way
of the gate opposite to thie Hall of Dusit. At the landing pavilion there will
be accomodations for the Royval Family, while tents will be put up along the
river front, to seat members of the Diplomatic Corns, the officials of state
and the general public. The King and Queen will witness the nrocession of
state barges filing past until the Royal Barge comes to along the landing. His
Majesty will then cmbark, and, donning the personal Kathin crown, seat
himself under the golden canopy ( iiy 711N ) attended by their Excellencics the
Minister of the Roval Houschold and the Chief Aide-de-Canp General as well
as by chamberlains bearing the vegalia, &ec. The state baree will then pro-
ceed down the river and cross over to the Monastery of Avan where the King
will worship at the principal shrine andd then return in the <gme manuer to

the Royal Landing and thenee into the Grand Palace.

Order of the Grand Procession of State Barges.

No. Left File. Right File.

1. Tiger barge. Tiger barge.
2-10. Barges' of the line. First drum barve. Barges’ of the line.

Inspection barge.

11. Gold barge of the Gold barge of the line.
linc.

12, Monkey bavce of the Monkey bavge of the
line. line.

13.  Asuwra bavge of the Asura barce of the
line. (drams). line. (Qvams).

14, Suerviva barge, Inspection barge. Bali barge. (dvuns).
(\lrnms),

15, Garuda ba rge. Garuda barge.

(trumpets and ( trumpets and

conehes ). conches ).
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16. Royal Barge ‘‘Pra-
bhassarajaya’’ con-
veying His Ma-
jesty’s offerings to

Religion.

17. Barge conveying Second drum barge. Barge conveying metal

metal drums. drums.
18. Roval Barge“Anan-
tanagaraj”with His

Majesty”’ on board.

18. 1

19, J}- Escort barges. Escort barges.

20. Roval Barge ‘Ane-
kajatibhujjhong”
conveying His Maj-
esty’s State robes.

21. Royal barge “Gol-
den Hansa'’ in re-
gerve for return
jonrney.

22. Roval reserve barge.

This will bring the ceremony of coronation to a close.

LONG LIVE THE KING



APPENDIX.

BRAHMANIC MANTRAS.

Thege mantras are handed down in a curious corruption of an Indian
language, suspected to have been Sanskrit, and only identified in the last
reign, through the initiative of his late Majesty, by the late Mr. M. K. Avrya
of the National Library as corrupt Tantric Sanskrit and have been re-arranged
and restored to their original forms—in themselves none too good Sanskrit.

The following translations with notes arve also by Mr. M. K. Arya who
made them for the late King. They consist of 1 —

(a) The Opening of the Portals of Kailasa,

(b) Hymns in praise of (i) Siva, and (ii) Vishnu in the anustubh

metres.



THE OPENING
of the Portals of the Kailasa.

1. (O Siva') who is the Teacher of Absolution, whose histovy is big,
who is full of immortality, whose mavk is the crescent moon and who is purified
with holiness. )

2. Who is poor, who is reflected in the Rig-Veda, who is the One beyond,
who is full of boons, who 18 moveable and immoveable, who is the Lord of
all cardinal points and whose control of the scuses is pure, I meditate upon
Thee !

3. (0 Siva!) who has killed (the god of) death, who has the digcipline
of a Leader, who ig reckoned in the seasons, who is the Lord of the cardinal
points, swhose control of the senses is pure, T meditate upon Thee !

4. (O Siva !) who has great control of senses, who is overraptured in
dances, who is full of immortality, whosc mark is the crescent moon and who
is purified with holiness.

5. (0O Siva!) ~whose dress is the deer’s skin, whose hand-pose
is indicative of Dboons, ~who is the Charming God of immortality, who
has the victory over Death.  Who bears the digit of the moon, who combines
himself svith the meditation of hosts of devotees, who is the shaker of
non-devotional men, who is the Lord of Wealth, whose exploit is high,
who has His limhs beginning sith hands manifested, who is the TUplifter
of men in distress, who is marked with the deer, who is wvery black,
who i3 the desireless dancer and who is shining, (I meditate upon
Thee ! )

6. (O Siva!) who has the self-control of the sage, who walks
in a vighteous path, who is the dwelling place of fortitude, who is the
giver of wisdom of a Sage, who is medijtated upon by the Arhats, swho
is the killer of injustice, who has the Celestial Image, who is the Knower
of the beginning and the end of (All), who is the Injurer, who is marked
with righteous part giving rise to the future results, who feels happy in
salutations, who is the remover of the insurmountable difficulties of his
followers, who (helps mankind to) cross the (Ocean of ) existence got

down into, who is very Dblack, who is the desireless dancer, and who is
shinning, { I meditate upon Thee! )

7. (O Siva!) who is pleased with the prayers, who has the Omnis-
cient wisdom, who is well-versed in the three Vedas, who is without and
with a form, who has the incomparable discipline, who is the destroyers of
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unrighteousness, who is brilliant and beautiful, who has the falling (heavenly)
Langes, who is the Trident, who ig the Celestial Tree, who is in the phallus,
who is desired by the devotees, who i8 of the spotted colour of flowers, swho
i% the cntter of distress, who is expanded in the harmonious bell ( sound )
who is very black, wlho is the desireless dancer, and who is shining, (I meditate

npon Thee !)

R (O Apsolute Siva!) who is Subrahmanya, who is the Sovereign -
of demi-gods, who is the upholder of the Vedic path, who is the Lord of
Heaven, who is the Lord of Kailasa, who is the Lord of serpents, who wears
the ornaments of serpents, who is well-versed in the Three Vedas, who is the
Absolute Entity of non-duality, who is full, who is pervaded, ( by the created

bheings ), and who is the Sovereign of Nirvana.

9. (O Absolute Siva!) who is the Lord of poverty, who is the Lord
of control of misery, who is fire, who is the Lord of Uma, who is absorbed
in pranayama ( Yogic stop of respiration ), who is the bearer of mevey, who
is the Lord of Heaven, who is the Celestial Ganges, who is fond of the eman-
cipated souls, <who is the Absolute Great Entity of non-duality, who ix full,
who is pervaded (Dby the created beings) and who i3 the Sovercign of

Nirvana !

10. (O Absgolute Sival!) who is pleased with the emancipated
souls,  who las his mind well-controlled, who i3 the Jord of Vital parts,
who is the cause of the first attributes, who ig sublime, who isauspicious,
who is the beaver of the Lord of Serpents, who is the Lord of Heaven,
who is all in all, whaose heart is merciful, who knows most, who is
the aunspicions and gveat Absolute Entity ( of non-duality ), who is full,
who is pervaded (by the created beings) and who is the Sovercign of

Nirvana !

11. (O Siva!) who has his senses controlled, who is the brilliant,
Absolute Entity, who is the Leader of Heroes in battles, who is the kilier of
the Lord of Death, who is the Lord of Sacrifices, who has the discipline, One
in whom are seen ability and bliss, who has the unprevented Glory of light,
who i8 the beginningless and the endless time and who wears the golden

mark !

12. (O Siva!) who is the Lord of obedient people, who has a crowd
of Sages and gods, who has the incomparable discipline, who is the Leader of
Heroes, who is the King of Heroeg, who is the Lord of boomns, who hag the

discipline of Great Sonly, who is diseiplined, One in whom are scen ability



and bliss, who has the wnprevented Glory of light, who is the beginningless
and lhe endless time and who hag the Golden Mark !

13. (0O 8iva!) who is the Lovd of Sages, who is the Great Lord of
gods, who is incomparable, who swears the ornament of the Lord of Serpents,
who has the discipline of the Great Souls, who ig disciplined, One in whom
ave seen ability and bliss, who hay the nnprevented Glory of light, who igthe
beginningless and the endless time and who weard the Golden Mark, (I

meditate npon Thee !)

NOTE

Almost all ideas are from the Siva Tantra and Upanishads. Only
fow ave of Buddhist Orvigin.

A
To meditate upon Siva, is tantamount to medi-
tating upon the Kailasa.

(Sd.) M. K. ARYA.



THE MANTRA

in the anushtub-metre, invoking Siva

(O Siva!) who is colourless, who ig of a golden eolour, who is
very dense, who is to he investigated by the Upanishads, who is moveable and
immoveable,  who is the Great Protector, who is intensely jovous, who
bears the burden of the Vedic path, who i8 a mark to the Vedic path,
who is a guide to the travellers in the Vedie path, ( Let the Universal
pervader protect !), appear appear ( superior to others ).

O Great God ! who is the Lord of the Great Mount Kailasa, who i
looked upon as the biggest Himalayag, who is the Controler of the bull,
who is the Gracious King of the Hosts, whose half hody ig ( His) dear
(Uma ), who goes up above (all the created beings ), who ( helps mankind o)
cross ( the Ocean of worldly existencé), who walks in heaven, who walks
on the earth, who has (His) opencd eyes (to look at) on all sides,
destroy destroy, frighten frighten, stupify stupify, kill kill, eateh catch
my enemies. O ILord Sambhu, who has three eyes, who has four faces,
who wears the moon as a mark on the hair-Crown, who wears the dress of
(tiger’s or deer’s) skin, who outghines (all) celestials, who iz fond of the
emancipated {souls) and who is the treasure-house of Dharma. Always perform
perform the destruction of my enemies, (Let the Universal pervader protect!)
O Lord of happiness, Lord of Proteciors, who possesses the prowess of the

Superior King of Kings'!

NOTE.

All ideas which have Dbeen expressed in praise of Riva, are feund in
“he Sive-tantra. Soms of fhe very-compounds are contained in the Yajurvida.
Magical tormulas are from the Taitiiriyva Brahmanam as well as Avanyakam.
Tlie present Siva-Ma&ra iis a special one to be mutiered ten thoasand or
a lakh of times to M'ﬂp()’s desired end such as killing enemies, ete., when
a complete worship of '$iva I8 over. .

(8& ) MK. ARYA.



THE MANTRA

in the anushtub-metre, invoking Vishnu.

(O Vishnu!) who gives happiness (unto Yogis ), who removes misery
off Yogis, who is very subtle, who is the sun, who is" the lotus, who is
the bull, who is the other world and this, who is theé rider on the bull,
who is (all) wise, who ig the foremost among the Rakshasas and Yakshas,
who has attained the state of Celestials, who has found birth in mani-
festations, who is the Lovd of (countless) croved of Celestials, who 'is the
Celestial Light, who is surrounded by a halo of Light, who is all, who
ig fond of (dwelling in ) the Cavity (of Yogi’s-heavt ), who possesses the
Celestial wisdom, who is the transcendental Vedas, who depends on the
transcendality, who is trusted, who i holy, who is the destroyer of enemies,
who is the Lord of battles, who is marked by the Srivatsa Jewel, Whoj
possesses incomparable wealth, who appears in different manitestations, who
is the absolute entity, who is the enjoyver of the eternal bliss, who hag
forsaken worldly pleasures, who is the ruler (of the Universe ), who was born
as son to Vasudeva, who is fond of (the goddess) Sri who las bright eyes.
( Let the Universal Pervader protect!). (O Vishnu!) who is absorbed in the
Cosmic Ege who is worthy of worship by the Yogis and who is the Supreme
King. (Bow to Thee!)

NOTE

All ideas hevein expressed are from the Vishnu Tantra. Some of the
very words and compounds arve from the same work and the Upanishads. The
present Vishnu Mantra is an Upanishad to be rvecited during the process of

worship just before worshipping with 1000 names.

(8d.) M.K. ARYA.
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