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Pronunciation Definition

Parts of Speech

Spelling meaning




— for-mer /formar/ adj. 1 prf::fious, past: He is
former employee of this company. 2 referrinZ}
to the first thing or person named in a pair
—n. the first thing or person named in a pair:
We eat lots of fish and chicken, but we prefer
the former (meaning “the fish”). See: latter.
for-merly /formorli/ adv. in the past, some
time ago, (syn.) previously: She was formerly
president of that organization.

Synonyms

Exercise

Use the information on the next two pages.

1.

2
3.
4

o

What is the adjective of ‘ecstasy’?

What part of speech is ‘eatable’?

How many syllables are there in ‘ecosystem’?

Which of the following words can be both a noun and
verb: ebb, economy, ecstasy, edge?

What is the past participle of ‘eaves-drop’?

Which word that comes last in alphabetical order in
these two pages ?

What is a synonym of ‘ebullient’?

What is the abbreviation of ‘Eastern Standard Time’?

Which syllable is stressed in the word ‘eatable’?

10. What is the plural form of ‘economic’?



. 261

edge

—v. to flow away, decline, (syn.) to recede:
The tide ebbed early this morning.||\The old
man’s strength ebbed as his illness got worse.
eb-o-ny /ebani/ n. [U] a black Asian hard-
wood: The dark keys on the piano were made
of ebony.
—uadj. a dark, lustrous black
e-bul-lient /1'bulyant, 1'bal-/ adj.frmi. lively,
(syn.) exuberant: She has an ebullient person-
ality, always very happy and smiling. -n. ebul-
lience.
ec-cen-tric /ik'sentrik, €k-/ adj. odd, unusual:
The students are amused by the professor’s ec-
centric habit of pulling his hair while he talks.
—n. an eccentric person: He is the neighbor-
hood eccentric. -adv. eccentrically; -n. eccen-
tricity /eksen'trisati/.
ec-cle-si-as-tic /1 klizi'zstik/ n.adj. a priest or
minister: He is a strict <n.> ecclesiastic who
closely follows tradition.
ec-cle-si-as-ti-cal /1 klizi'zst1ksl/ adj. related
to church matters: ecclesiastical laws, music,
architecture, etc. :

ECG /isi'&si/ or EKG riker'dgi/ n.abbr. of elec-
trocardiogram
ech-e-lon fefolan/ n. a level of authority,
power, or importance within a type of organi-
zation: That news reporter interviews people
in the highest echelons of government.
ech-o /ekou/ n. -oes the repetition of a sound
caused by its bouncing off a hard surface: The
echoes of our voices in the caves were scary.
—v. -oed, -oing, -oes 1 to be repeated as an
echo: OQur shouts echoed in the canyon. 2 to
repeat s.1. that s.o. else has said: That official’s
assistant echoes all his opinions. 3 to show
the influence of, to imitate: Some modern
paintings echo the work of primitive artists.
é-clair /er'kler/ n. a long pastry filled with
cream and covered with chocolate: I had a cup
of coffee and a chocolate éclair for dessert.
ec-lec-tic /r'klektik/ adj. choosing from a va-
riety of sources or styles: She has eclectic
tastes in collecting art. -n. [U] eclecticism.
e-clipse /1'klips/ n. the partial or complete
blocking out of one object when another
passes in front: We saw a partial eclipse of the
sun by the moon.
—vV. eclipsed, eclipsing, eclipses 1 to cause
an eclipse: The moon eclipsed the sun. 2 to
fade, diminish: His repuration slowly eclipsed
with age. 3 to be much better than, (syns.) to
surpass, outshine: Great runners of the past
have been eclipsed by today’s top runners.
e-col-o-gy /1kalegi/ n. [U] the study of the
natural connections among plants, animals,
people, and the environment: An understand-
ing of ecology is central to keeping our planet
safe from destruction. -n. ecologist; -adj. eco-
logical /eka'ladgokal, iks-/.

ec-o-nom-lc /eka'namik, ,ika-/ adj. related to
economics: Investors watch the rate of eco-
nomic growth closely.

ec-o-nom-i-cal /gka'namokal, iko-/ adj. get-
ting good value for money spent, (syn.) thrifty:
That car burns so much gasoline that it is not
economical to own it. -adv. economically.

ec-o-nom-ics /cka'namiks, ,ika-/ n. [U] used
with a sing.v. the study of how society uses re-
sources, such as money, labor, raw materials,
and factories: Economics is at the center of
most governmental concerns.

e-con-o-mist /r'’kanamist/ n. a person who
specializes in economics: She is an economist
who works for the government.

e-con-o-mize /1'’kanomaiz/ v. -mized, -miz-
ing, -mizes to spend less than before: He lost
his job, so he has to economize by not buying
expensive things.

e-con-o-my /r'’kanami/ -mies n. [C;U] 1 the
economic conditions on a worldwide, national,
or regional scale: The national economy is
strong now. 2 careful use of time, money, re-
sources, etc.: The design of the offices empha-
sizes economy of space.

—adj. with a lower price: economy class air-
fareslliarge economy-size cereal boxes

ec-o0-sys-tem /ekou,sistom, ‘ikou-/ n. an eco-
logical unit in nature: A swamp and its plants,
animals, and water supply form an ecosystem.
ec-sta-sy fekstasi/ n. [U] great delight, (syn.)
rapture: When she agreed to marry him, he
went into a state of ecstasy. -adj. ecstatic
/lek'stztik/; -adv. ecstatically.

ec-u-men-i-cal /ekya"'menakal/ adj. concern-
ing the unity of Christianity throughout the
world: The ecumenical movement is strongly
supported by the Pope. -n. ecumenicalism.

ec-ze-ma f/eksamo, 'egza-, 1g'zi/ n. [U] a
skin condition with itching and redness, most
often caused by an allergic reaction to s.t.: She
wore gloves to cover her hands because she
had a bad case of eczema.

ed-dy /edi/ n.v. -died, -dying, -dies a turning
or swirling, esp. of water, into a pool that
hardly moves: The river formed <n.pl.> ed-
dies near its banks.

edge /ed/ n. 1 the border where two surfaces
meet: He looked over the edge of the cliff. 2 a
sharp, thin side of a blade or cutting tool: She
tested the edge of the knife blade. 3 fig.sing. a
small advantage: That horse can run fast; it
has an edge over the others in the race. 4 on
the edge: in a dangerous state: He’s a race car
driver who likes living on the edge. 5 to be on
edge: to feel nervous or apprehensive: The
candidates are on edge waiting for the test re-
sults.

—v. edged, edging, edges 1 to move slowly
and carefully: He edged toward the door, then



